FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 2020
ALL SAINTS WITLEY: LITURGY OF THE WORD

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
HYMN
Be thou my guardian and my guide,
and hear me when I call;
let not my slippery footsteps slide,
and hold me lest I fall.
The world, the flesh, and Satan dwell
around the path I tread;
O save me from the snares of hell,
thou quickener of the dead.
And if I tempted am to sin,
and outward things are strong,
do thou, O Lord, keep watch within,
and save my soul from wrong.
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Still let me ever watch and pray,
and feel that I am frail;
that if the tempter cross my way,
yet he may not prevail.
COLLECT
Merciful God, your Son came to save us and bore our sins on the cross: may we
trust in your mercy and know your love, rejoicing in the righteousness that is ours
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
CONFESSION
God be gracious to us and bless us, and make your face shine upon us:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May your ways be known on earth, your saving power to all nations:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
You, Lord, have made known your salvation, and reveal your justice in the sight of
the nations:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
ABSOLUTION
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep
you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
READINGS
New Testament: Romans 14. 1 – 12
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over
opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.
Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not
pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall.
And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day,
observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since
they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and
give thanks to God.
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We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die,
we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be
Lord of both the dead and the living.
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is
written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
Gospel: Matthew 18. 21 – 35
Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to
him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him
ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and
payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went
out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell
down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When
his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him
and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded
with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on
you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his
entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
SERMON

Richard Bacon

HYMN
Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love;
where there is injury, your pardon, Lord;
and where there’s doubt, true faith in you.
O Master, grant that I may never seek
so much to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved, as to love with all my soul.
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Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope;
where there is darkness, only light;
and where there’s sadness, ever joy.
O Master, grant that I may never seek
so much to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved, as to love with all my soul.
Make me a channel of your peace.
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
in giving to all men that we receive,
and in dying that we’re born to eternal life.
PRAYERS
That all may do to others as they would have done to them, let us pray to the Lord.
Give to the Church grace to speak the word of pardon and to show its power by her
example. Let all who confess the faith of Christ acknowledge the mercy they have
received and in all things be slow to find fault in others, quick to forgive offences.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
Have compassion on the nations which suffer under heavy loads of debt. As we
emerge together from the Coronavirus pandemic, bring a new spirit of generosity to
those who have much; that they can be moved to relieve those who have little. May
those who hold authority exercise it with mercy.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
Guide us to be merciful to those who need our forbearance. In all our relationships,
may we be the first to forgive and make peace. Bring the spirit of love to solve the
disputes and demands which are in our networks and communities.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
We pray for those who bear a heavy burden of personal debt and find no way of
escape. Strengthen those who seek to help them in their problems. Have mercy on
all who are imprisoned for debt, and on their families.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
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We give thanks for the departed whose debts of sin committed in this world have
been forgiven and who have entered into life where anger and fear have ceased. We
pray that we in our time may receive the same mercy.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
We offer our prayers through Christ who has cancelled our debt of sin. Amen.
THE PEACE
Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of
peace there shall be no end.
The Peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
HYMN
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
o’er the world’s tempestuous sea;
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
for we have no help but thee;
yet possessing every blessing,
if our God our Father be.
Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us:
all our weakness thou dost know;
thou didst tread this earth before us,
thou didst feel its keenest woe;
lone and dreary, faint and weary,
through the desert thou didst go.
Spirit of our God, descending,
fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
love with every passion blending,
pleasure that can never cloy:
thus provided, pardoned, guided,
nothing can our peace destroy.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
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Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
NOTICES
BLESSING
The peace of God,
which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
Piano Voluntary
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