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ADVENT SUNDAY 2020 
ALL SAINTS WITLEY: LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 

 
 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you   

and also with you. 

 

HYMN 

Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding; 

‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say; 

‘cast away the dreams of darkness, 

O ye children of the day.’ 

 

Wakened by the solemn warning, 

let the earth-bound soul arise; 

Christ, her Sun, all ill dispelling,  

shines upon the morning skies. 

 

Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, 

comes with pardon down from heaven; 

let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

one and all to be forgiven. 
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That when next he comes with glory, 

and the world is wrapped in fear, 

with his mercy he may shield us, 

and with words of love draw near. 

 

Honour, glory, might, and blessing 

to the Father and the Son, 

with the everlasting Spirit, 

while eternal ages run.  

 

COLLECT  

Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the light 

of holiness, that we may be ready to meet you in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen.  

 

CONFESSION 

Let us confess our sins. 
 
Heavenly Father, you have created a universe of light;  

forgive us when we return to darkness. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world;  

cleanse and heal our blinded sight. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
 
Holy Spirit, you give us light in our hearts;  

renew us in faith and love. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 

forgive you your sins, open your eyes to God’s truth, strengthen you to do God’s will 

and give you the joy of his kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
READINGS 

New Testament:  1 Corinthians 1. 3 – 9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 

given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech 

and knowledge of every kind—just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 
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among you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 

revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that 

you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him 

you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Gospel:  Mark 13. 24 – 37 

‘But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 

not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the 

heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and 

glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, 

from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 

forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 

but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will 

come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves 

in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 

will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may 

find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 

awake.’ 

SERMON  Elizabeth Gibbs 

HYMN 

God of mercy, God of grace, 

show the brightness of thy face; 

shine upon us, Saviour, shine, 

fill thy church with light divine; 

and thy saving health extend 

unto earth’s remotest end.  

 

Let the people praise thee, Lord; 

be by all that live adored; 

let the nations shout and sing 

glory to their Saviour King; 

at thy feet their tribute pay, 

and thy holy will obey. 
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Let the people praise thee, Lord; 

earth shall then her fruits afford; 

God to man his blessing give, 

man to God devoted live; 

all below, and all above, 

one in joy and light and love. 

 

PRAYERS 

Watchful at all times, let us pray with strength to stand with confidence  

before our maker and redeemer: 

 

That God may bring in his kingdom with justice and mercy,  

Let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That God may establish among the nations  

his sceptre of righteousness, 

Let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That we may seek Christ in the scriptures,  

and recognise him in the breaking of bread, 

Let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That God may bind up the broken-hearted,  

restore the sick and raise up all who have fallen, 

Let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That the light of God’s coming may dawn  

on all who live in darkness and the shadow of death, 

Let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That with all the saints in light,  

we may shine forth as lights for the world,  

Let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

We commend ourselves and all for whom we pray  

to the mercy and protection of our heavenly Father. 

Amen. 
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THE PEACE 

In the tender mercy of our God,  

the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,  

to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death  

and to guide our feet in the way of peace. 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

HYMN 

People, look East. The time is near  

of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 

trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look East, and sing today: 

Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

one more seed is planted there: 

give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

that in course the flower may flourish. 

People, look East, and sing today: 

Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, 

one more light the bowl shall brim, 

shining beyond the frosty weather, 

bright as sun and moon together. 

People, look East, and sing today: 

Love, the Star, is on the way. 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 

him who brings new life to earth. 

Set every peak and valley humming 

with the word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look East, and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come,  

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.  
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Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

NOTICES 

 

BLESSING 

Christ the sun of righteousness shine upon you,  

scatter the darkness from before your path,  

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

As we await our coming Saviour;  

go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen.  

 

Piano Voluntary 

 

 

 


