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ALL SAINTS WITLEY: LITURGY OF THE WORD

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
HYMN
Crown him with many crowns,
the Lamb upon his throne;
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns
all music but its own!
Awake, my soul, and sing
of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless King
through all eternity.
Crown him the Lord of love;
behold his hands and side,
those wounds yet visible above
in beauty glorified:
no angel in the sky
can fully bear that sight,
but downward bends his burning eye
at mysteries so bright.
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Crown him the Lord of peace,
whose power a sceptre sways
from pole to pole, that wars may cease,
and all be prayer and praise:
his reign shall know no end,
and round his piercѐd feet
fair flowers of paradise extend
their fragrance ever sweet.
Crown him the Lord of years,
the Potentate of time,
creator of the rolling spheres,
ineffably sublime:
all hail, Redeemer, hail!
for thou hast died for me;
thy praise shall never, never fail
throughout eternity.
COLLECT
Heavenly Father, at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: may we recognise
him as our Lord and know ourselves to be your beloved children; through Jesus
Christ our Saviour. Amen.
CONFESSION
Let us confess our sins.
Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and Prince of peace:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are Son of God and Son of Mary:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are Word made flesh:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
ABSOLUTION
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep
you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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READINGS
New Testament: Acts 19. 1 – 7
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that
there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that
is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they
spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of them.
Gospel: Mark 1. 4 – 11
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river
Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and
untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.”
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
SERMON

The Rev Ann Fraser

HYMN
God is working his purpose out, as year succeeds to year,
God is working his purpose out, and the time is drawing near;
nearer and nearer draws the time, the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.
From utmost east to utmost west, wherever feet have trod,
by the mouth of many messengers goes forth the voice of God,
‘Give ear to me, ye continents, ye isles, give ear to me,
that the earth may be filled with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.’
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What can we do to work God’s work, to prosper and increase
the love of God in all mankind, the reign of the Prince of peace?
What can we do to hasten the time, the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea?
All we can do is nothing worth unless God blesses the deed;
vainly we hope for the harvest-tide till God gives life to the seed;
yet nearer and nearer draws the time, the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.
PRAYERS
For the cleansing of the Church and of the world, let us pray to the Lord.
Keep the Church true in obedience to the example and command of her Lord to
baptize for the forgiveness of sins and into the life of faith. Give grace to all Christian
people to live according to the promises made at their baptism.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray that in the current challenging circumstances the whole world may know the
healing power of God. Let the voice of his messengers be heard and his name be
praised among all nations.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for those who at this difficult time are preparing for baptism, remembering
especially those known to us and those who live in this community. May our chosen
godparents be blessed and remember their responsibility for the spiritual life of those
they have sponsored.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Have mercy on all who have fallen away from their vows of baptism or other solemn
promises that they have made. Grant them the guidance of the Holy Spirit to bring
them back into the way of holiness.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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We pray for the departed who began their earthly lives by following Christ in baptism
and have passed with him through death to life. May their joy be for ever in the
worship of the Holy Trinity.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray in the name of Christ who has made us his own in baptism. Amen.
THE PEACE
God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of
what is to come, has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia.
The Peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
HYMN
The kingdom of God is justice and joy,
for Jesus restores what sin would destroy;
God’s power and glory in Jesus we know,
and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow.
The kingdom of God is mercy and grace,
the captives are freed, the sinners find place,
the outcast are welcomed God’s banquet to share,
and hope is awakened in place of despair.
The kingdom of God is challenge and choice,
believe the good news, repent and rejoice!
His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross,
our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss.
God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the goal,
in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole;
the heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call,
and all things cry ‘Glory!’ to God all in all.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
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Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
NOTICES
BLESSING
May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water
welling up to eternal life,
perfect in you the image of his glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
DISMISSAL
We have come to Christ, the living water. Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
Piano Voluntary
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