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PENTECOST (WHIT SUNDAY) 2020 
ALL SAINTS WITLEY: LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 
 

The Lord be with you   

and also with you. 

 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

HYMN 

Come down, O love divine, 

seek thou this soul of mine, 

and visit it with thine own ardour glowing; 

O Comforter, draw near, 

within my heart appear, 

and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

 

O let it freely burn, 

till earthly passions turn 

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 

and let thy glorious light 

shine ever on my sight, 

and cloth me round, the while my path illuming. 

 

Let holy charity 

mine outward vesture be, 

and lowliness become mine inner clothing: 

true lowliness of heart, 

which takes the humbler part, 

and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 
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And so the yearning strong, 

with which the soul will long, 

shall far outpass the power of human telling; 

for none can guess its grace, 

till he become the place 

wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 

 

COLLECT FOR THE DAY OF PENTECOST 

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, ignite us in your holy fire; strengthen your children 

with the gift of faith, revive your Church with the breath of love, and renew the face of 

the earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

RESPONSORY 

As we wait in silence, 

fill us with your Spirit. 

 

As we listen to your word, 

fill us with your Spirit. 

 

As we worship you in majesty, 

fill us with your Spirit. 

 

As we long for your refreshing, 

fill us with your Spirit. 

 

As we long for your renewing, 

fill us with your Spirit. 

 

As we long for your equipping, 

fill us with your Spirit. 

 

As we long for your empowering, 

fill us with your Spirit. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and 

strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

READINGS 

 

New Testament:  Acts 2. 1-21  

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 

the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 
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among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the 

Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 

each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and 

astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it 

that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 

and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia 

and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 

Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we 

hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, 

saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They 

are filled with new wine.’ 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of 

Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 

say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 

morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

“In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams. 

Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

        and they shall prophesy. 

And I will show portents in the heaven above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

The sun shall be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood, 

        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

Gospel:  John 7. 37-39 

On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he 

cried out, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me 

drink. As the scripture has said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living 

water.”’ Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for 

as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

SERMON Revd James McKeran 
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HYMN  Antiphonally by Ben Cahill-Nicholls and Oscar Farrell    

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 

and lighten with celestial fire; 

thou the anointing Spirit art, 

who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart: 

 

Thy blessѐd unction from above 

is comfort, life, and fire of love; 

enable with perpetual light 

the dullness of our blinded sight: 

 

Anoint and cheer our soilѐd face 

with the abundance of thy grace: 

keep far our foes, give peace at home; 

where thou art guide no ill can come. 

 

Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

and thee, of both, to be but One; 

that through the ages all along 

this may be our endless song, 

 

Praise to thy eternal merit, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS 

In the power of the Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Guide the Church, blessed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, to preach the gospel to all 

nations. We pray for every missionary, evangelist and Bible teacher; that they may 

be strengthened and encouraged in their ministries. Give to your people words of 

power, words of comfort, words of life. Bless your ministers and all who preach the 

way of salvation. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear our us. 

God who has spoken to the world, to be heard and praised in many tongues, speak 

now to a world troubled by divisions and failures to understand. Help us to serve 

together to defeat the Covid19 pandemic and then work towards a better and more 

sustainable future. Break down the barriers that hold people apart, so that your 

wonderful works shall be known. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 
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May we be granted a share in the gifts of the Spirit bestowed on the Apostles, to 

guide us in sharing the good news with our families and neighbours and all whose 

lives touch our own. Inspire us with the breath of life and the fire of love. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

Have mercy on all whose lives are so limited by poverty, suffering or ignorance that 

they do not know the fullness of life that is your will for them. May the Holy Spirit 

come to them, to be their Comforter and lead them into light. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

We pray for those whose lives were led by the Spirit of God and who now rejoice 

where human tongues have ceased, to praise him in harmony in heaven. May we be 

led to that glorious life. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

Christ, who breathes upon us the Spirit of life, receive our prayers.  Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of 

what is to come, has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 

 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

HYMN 

Glorious things of thee are spoken, 

Zion, city of our God; 

he whose word cannot be broken 

formed thee for his own abode. 

On the Rock of ages founded, 

what can shake thy sure repose? 

With salvation’s walls surrounded, 

thou may’st smile at all thy foes. 

 

See, the streams of living waters, 

springing from eternal love, 

well supply thy sons and daughters, 

and all fear of want remove. 

Who can faint while such a river 

ever flows their thirst to assuage: 

grace which, like the Lord the giver, 

never fails from age to age? 
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Round each habitation hovering, 

see the cloud and fire appear 

for a glory and a covering, 

showing that the Lord is near. 

Thus they march, the pillar leading, 

light by night and shade by day; 

daily on the manna feeding 

which he gives them when they pray. 

 

Saviour, if of Zion’s city 

I through grace a member am, 

let the world deride or pity, 

I will glory in thy name. 

Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 

all his boasted pomp and show; 

solid joys and lasting treasure, 

none but Zion’s children know. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come,  

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  

now and for ever.   Amen. 

 

NOTICES 

 

BLESSING 

The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, 

give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

and strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God; 

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 

Filled with the Spirit’s power;  

go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Piano Voluntary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


